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Pollens Book on the Work of the Bl‘ltlsh Navy

By W. B. “I:COR“IC‘.
F all men wha devole themselves to
eritical writing, the eivilian whe
dissects and snelyses naval topies is the
most ponfifical and sustere. His fleld is
one known professionally by compara-
tively few men in the world and which
also has very limited lierature. "It
is technical in the highest degree; and its
aridity is all the more marked from the
fact ithat naval officers -the world over
write litile and talk less of their profes-
sionnl work than the devolees of any
other carcer. And until the »nawal
world sequires such a bost of “passionate
press agents” as has the operatic waorld,
for exAmple, it & lkely to remain as
it is today, a profound mystery to the
average landsman.

Nowhere has the naval critie been more
pontifical thun is Arthur H. Pollen in the
pages of The British Navy in Battle; and
nowhere has he more suecessfully made
his subjert unintellgible and antagonistic
to the lay reader in search of light on this
subject. Mr. Polien laments, in his chap-
ter on Sea Fallacees, how dafficult it has
been for the layman (o asgmire an under-
standing of naval affairs that is based on
o study of Mahan and then is inextricably
confused by modern developmentis in
steam, armor and guns. Mr. Pollen adds
to this confusion by stating—in the midst
of these pegrets—that “first we heard that
naval guns, that until 1904 had nowhere
been fired at a greater range than {wo
miles, were actually being used in practice
—and used with sucoess—al distances of
ten twelve and fourtven thonsund yards”

Let us see: Two nuutieal miles is 4,026
yards. At the Baitle of Manila Bay, six
yearz before the date Mr. Pollen gives,
Dewey began bhis famous action at 5,600

< vards, gradually closing in to 2,600 yards.

So 1t 15 a fact that the abgge stufement is
incorrect and 15 likely omly to sdd io the
siudent’s confusion. We cite this error
and the socond jneorreel stalement as to
the percentage of American Lroops car
ried m British ships to Franee lo point
oult an essential defeet in Mr. Pollen’s
work. This is that it is loo parochaal, as
is shown by his failure (o reeall the range
of Dewey's guns and by the writer's ob-
session by British polities as affecling the
conduet of the British Admiraity.

Makan pointed out that “Pitt’s sys-
tem,” which won (be Seven Years War for
the British, was chiefly doe to the fact
that be conirolied the “army, navy and
sirategy.” DBut the average sindemt of
naval affairs must go a Jong way in his
studies before he reaches such sabliminal
heights as that combination. What he
wanis @ a work on a navy in batile, snch
as this purports to be, are descriptions and
anelyses of actions—desires new light on
them. But Mr. Pollen, like so many erit-
ies,’puts between his readers and his sob-
jeet & elond of prejudices sach as his
objections to the conduct of the British
Admiralty and his unconeccaled prejudice
agminst Sir John Jellicoe. His eriticisms

The
Mpystery Book!

THE LOVE

OF AN '
UNKNOWN SOLDIER
By Whom?

This book purports lo be per-
fectly yenuine. It reached us
from England and contains a
signed Prcface by Mr. John
Lane, explaining how the manu-
script came into his hands.

And pet from all over the
Stales we hear rumors as to its
aulhorship. These rumors are
not! consisten!, but the ma-
jorily of tEém point to one of
three men. Cuslomers in book-
stores apen tl:c book and at Lhe
first page exclaim, I know who
wrote it. I recognize Lhe style!””

Who DID write it? If you
suspect, please help us to find
out!

Yeours,
John Lane (ompany

120 West 324 Street,
New Yerk (uly.

of Sir John are shown to be formed on
gromsds niot &t all well informed, as we
nnwhﬂ%mpuqﬁm
from Jellicoe’s new book. In the light of
the Admiralty reports on the battle of
Jutland amnd its admirable maps, than
which nothing better has vet appeared on
this action, Mr. Pollen shows himself o
be prejudiced, without any special tech-
nical information, and n view of these
facts his alsumptions as to the course of
the action and the motives of Sir John
snd Admiral Beatty do nmot hold water.

It is not possible to iflustrate the lame-

ness of this eritie betier than to eite his
chapter on the Fechrugge and Ostend
operations om St. George's Day, 1918,
The Admiralty reports on these affairs
are infinitely better than is Mr. Pollen's,
and fo any one who has had the happy
privilege of hearing the leetare by Capt.
Carpenter of H. M. S. Vindictive on the
Zeebrugge action this winter’s deseription
and analysis will seem ill informed indeed.

Quite the best chapter in the book is
that on the destroetion of the German
ermiser Koenigsberg by the Bfitish momi-
tors Mersey and Severn in the Rufigi
Dela in Afriea. Most of the letterpress
is quoted from a deseription by one of the
participants, who tells the story of the
detion in good erisp naval fashion. Mr.
Pollen’s eomments are scund; but here
again  he minimives the fart of how
quickly the naval offieers in command of
the two monitors reetified tite errors of the
first attack on the German ship on their
second trinl by going inte action with one
monitor first and following with the see-
ond separately, 1o the end that the shots
conld be “spotted™ more accurately. Mr,
Pollen is of the opmion that this should
have been & common pracfice in gunnery,
and that it was not he lays the blame,
once move, on the doorstep of the British
Admiralty,

That there always will be two schools of
professional naval opimion 1s as near a
certainty as any buman predietion can be.
But where does Mr. Pellea find “the pop-
ular fallaey” that “the battleships are
useless, and that it is the submanne that
Teigns at sca” has any foundation in pro-
fessional opinion? Mr. Pollen's state-
ment on page B2 that Capi Allen of
H. M. S. Kent, in his fight with the Nurn-
berg in the Falkiand Islands aclion, “pur-
sued st foll speed until he had crippled
the encmy's engines” is not borne out by
the statements in his detailed study of
this battle, for on page 205 we read:
“PBut suddenly, soon after half-past five,
Kent . . . began to gsin enormously
upen her oppoment. . . . It was ob-
vious that Numberg's motive power had
somehow come to grief. Had one of
Kent's shells landed in her engines, or had
oue of her boilers, under the sirain of so
many hours' high pressare, given way?”’
The fact is that Nirmberg had the heels
of Kent until that moment and Capi.
Allen was ing the German because be
had to. No naval eritie’s sophistries can
alter that condition of affairs.

Much of the matter in this volume has

previously appeared in the English peri-
odical Land and Weater. Practially no
eflort has been made to bring it up to
date and, therefore, the text must stand
before the reader chiefly as an exhibition
of- contemporary naval eriticism thal is
sadly out of date with only a slight his-
terical interest, and this in a British
polmn.l sense.

THE BRITISH NAVY IN BATTLE. Ry
Agraux H. Porres. Doubleday, Page &
Co. $2.50.

“The Savmg Grace”
HE SAVING GRACE, by the vet-
eran dramatist (. Haddon Cham-
bers, is a specimen of the well groomed,
suave snd gentieman|y Fnglish lLight com-
edy with which we have long been famil-
wr. This sort of play is of course af s
best on the stage played by a company
of accomplished Foghsh actors; there it
tuxes no one's gray matter and allows one
to recline comfortably after a late din-
ner. The form is not deveoid of merit: it
15 dexterous and occssionally amusing,
Never too much eharacter analysss, rurely
an idea heyvond the readily accepted com-
monplace, it 15 just the sort of thing for
the Tired Business Man—male or female.
Mr. Chambers's play is rather above the
average, and as played by Cyril Maude
recently it was deservedly succes<ful.
Read in one's own bbrary if is a mild
pastime.
THE BAVING GRACE. Br O, Huiseow
Criswmees. Bremtame 's. 50 cenda

*“The greatest woman of the century™
—Emmelize Fankiurs,

“She is a remarkable womaen™

YASHKA

MY LIFE AS PEASANT, OFFICER AND EXILE

By MARIA BOTCHKAREVA

Commander of the Russian Women's Batialion of Death

A Prominest Bolshevwik:
" “Yashka,' probably without the anthor’s u;unnnﬂ furnishes
irrefutable proof of Allied intrigue in Russis. =

Havey, Masaging Edider of the Metropelitan: -
"”Ylﬁa ummmmumm
bas yet appeared.™
Embedying such extremes as these, tonching on every phase
of Rursian political and secial life 1oday, Botchkarevd's
life-story &

The Epic of Russia in Ferment

Botchkareva tells what she actually saw in four years’ service as a
common soldier in the Russian Army. She gives the actual experiences
of ene who took part in the making of Russian history—you will find
no hearsay testimony, no hasty opinions or impressions in her stary.
Her life-story & the most remarkable human document of this genera-

fiem.
STOKES, Publisher
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